LI: To know the definitions of biography and auto-biography. 

Biography –
A biography is a report or recount detailing the main the events in a person or persons life/lives. 

Auto-biography –

An auto-biography is a report or recount detailing the main the events in a person or person’s life/lives as written by them. 

LI: To research to famous person in preparation for writing a biography. 

Research a famous person, living or dead so that you can write a biography about them. Make sure you find out:

When and where they were born,

Their family, parents, siblings, children etc, 

Their childhood,

The major events in their life – getting married, divorced, hit records, playing for their country etc, 

How these events affected them,

How are they remembered now,

Any other important information you can find out about them. 
LI: Write a brief biography of a historical figure
Using books and the internet for research – find out about a famous person from History and write a mini-biography about their life.

Make sure to include:

When and where they were born;

Their early life;

What they did and why they are still remembered.


An example of auto-biography

I had a very happy childhood and my earliest memory is that of waiting for my dad to come home from work on his motorbike. I would wait at the top of the driveway for him to get home. He would stop and pick me up and put me on the front of the bike and we would ride down the drive together to the garage. I can still remember the feeling of excitement as I saw him riding up the road to me. It was always a thrill to sit on the tank of the Honda and feel my dad revving the engine and that is probably where my love of riding motorbikes comes from. 

Dad always tried to spend time with my sister and I. Every Christmas he would dress up as Santa and we would have a party with all the kids from down my street. One year when I was 6 he was away because of work and couldn’t be there for the Christmas party. My sister and I were devastated and we both cried all the way through the party. Right at the end in walked dad dressed as Santa like always, mum was smiling and Sarah and I ran up for a big hug. It was the best Christmas present and all we wanted at the time. Of course as we got older the tradition faded and Sarah and I just wanted to spend time with our friends. I think dad really enjoyed dressing up for us and was sad when we stopped asking for it, although we never talked about it.

An event that had a major effect on my life happened when I was seven years old. I was playing with my Star Wars figures in my room and decided that Luke Skywalker really needed a parachute. So I went to the kitchen and found a plastic bag and some string. The problem was I couldn’t find any scissors and needed to cut the string. I remembered I had seen mum cutting string with a knife.  In the kitchen draw I found a sharp looking knife with a wooden handle and wrapped the string around the knife. I pulled upwards on the knife, hard. Without warning the string snapped and the knife in my hand shot up towards my face. It was all over in less than a second. I stood there blinking. Something was wrong with my eye; all I could see out of it was a sort of mashed green jelly. I ran into my mum who took one look at me and turned white, she immediately called for an ambulance and I started to cry. I didn’t know at the time what a huge impact this event would have on my life but that trip to hospital was going to play a very big part in my life from then on. 
My Auto-biography

LI: To prepare to write an autobiography.

For your homework this week you must plan what you are going to include in your own auto-biography. Use the boxes below to help you plan. You will be doing the actual writing in next weeks lessons. 



Details about you:


Where were you born? When were you born? What languages do you speak? Etc. 








Additional information: e.g. likes/dislikes etc. 








Important events in your life:








Your Family:











Jim Usher - 2008

