A finished plot diagram (reference)

Resolution


All mystery is solved. In this stage, all patterns of events accomplish artistic or emotional effect (e.g., the ending may be beautiful or satisfying, teach a lesson, or reflect real life in some way).





Climax


The turning point of the story, where the main character makes the single big decision that defines the outcome of the story and who s/he is as a person.





Falling Action


The loose ends are being tied up. However, it is often the time of greatest overall tension, because it is the phase in which everything goes most wrong.





Rising Action and Conflict


The second phase in the five-phase structure. It starts with the death of the characters or a conflict





Exposition


The portion of a story that introduces important information to the audience. This information can be about the setting, events occurring before the main plot, characters’ back stories, etc.








