
Lesson 1—Elements of Plot
Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Curriculum Planning:  

	 Topic(s)/ Goal(s)

Review the characteristics of plot and demonstrate an understanding of plot elements in the short story ___________.


	 Learning Objectives/Questions

Students will demonstrate an understanding of plot and its elements by identifying exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution for the short story ___________ in an online plot diagram, poster, or human plot pyramid.



Instructional planning:

            

Assessment planning:

	Invitation to learn / Anticipatory Set
5 minutes
Ask students what movies they have seen recently that were horrible and try to pinpoint what was horrible about the movie guiding the conversation to plot. Some movies are boring because they appear to have no plot. Explain that plot is what a good story is made up of.

	Evidence of readiness:

Students will be providing examples from their own experiences and will be listening to others’ experience.

	Information / Instruction  

15 minutes
Guide students through the Plot Overview PowerPoint
http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson904/MidPlotStructure.pps asking them to take notes on the Plot Pyramid Handout.

	Check for:

Students are quiet, watching the PowerPoint, and taking notes on handout.

	Guided Practice/ Experience 
20 minutes
Select five students from the class to build the human plot pyramid. Give the five students the plot blurbs from Cinderella and ask them to rearrange themselves in the correct form of the plot pyramid. Once they have settled on their position, ask them to read their plot blurb card. Discuss with the class if the five students are the correct placement. Work with the students using class help until they are in the correct placement. 
Remaining class time (10 minutes)

If time allows, ask the class for an additional fairy tale and have them try to create a human plot pyramid from it.

	Monitor for:

Students are working together to create the pyramid and are participating in the discussion that follows.

	Independent Performance/Assignment  

Next class session:
15 – 25 minutes

Read aloud the short story ___________ in class. Once the story has been read, discuss what was interesting about the story and which particular plot elements helped make the story interesting. 
15 minutes

Have them divide up into pairs, groups of 3 – 5, or individuals to create a display of the plot pyramid of the short story. They have the option of using the online interactive plot diagram http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/plot-diagram/, creating a poster using markers and butcher paper, or creating a human plot pyramid. 

	Assess for:

Students participate in the read aloud and listen quietly while others read.

Students contribute to the post-read discussion and listen quietly to others’ thoughts.

Students should quickly decide which option they want to do and get to work. Once complete, students should use remaining time to refine and practice their presentation.


	Closure

10 minutes

Students present their plot pyramids to the class. Have students assess each other and discuss any differences between presentations. Why did they think one way or the other?

	Consider:  
Did the students understand each plot term and were they able to correctly identify them in an unfamiliar short story.



Management Concerns:



Resource Preparation:

	Will the students remain on task during the group work?

Will the human pyramid activity take longer than anticipated?

Will the students remain interested in plot terms during both assessment activities?


	Need: laptop, projector, and PowerPoint ready to go

Laptops ready or computer lab availability for final activity.

Plot pyramid handout copied for all students.

Plot blurb cards created on poster board and laminated.


The Plot Pyramid 


[image: image1]

Plot Blurbs for Cinderella
	Cinderella’s father dies, suddenly leaving her in the care of her unkind stepmother along with two annoying stepsisters.
	Cinderella meets the prince at the ball, and they instantly fall in love with each other.
	Cinderella must leave the ball and leaves behind her glass slipper.

	The prince searches the land for the girl belonging to the glass slipper until he finds Cinderella.
	Cinderella’s stepmother and stepsisters become servants in the castle, and the princess and price live happily ever after.
	


Lesson 2—Elements of Plot: Conflict and Climax
Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s) ____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Curriculum Planning:  

	 Topic(s)/ Goal(s)

Short Stories: Plot/Climax

	 Learning Objectives/Questions

Students will demonstrate increased understanding of climax by performing a radio broadcast emphasizing the show's highest point of action


Instructional planning:

            


Assessment planning:

	Invitation to learn / Anticipatory Set (+Options)

1) Have music from the forties playing as the students walk into the classroom.
2) As soon as the bell rings and roll has been called, have the class get comfortable on the floor. Have pillows, bean bag chairs, quilts, etc., available.

3) Turn on a radio show and have the students listen to it. (if available, use an antique looking radio/tape recorder.) This will take approximately twenty to thirty minutes.

4.)  Discuss with the class where the radio program ended. (Most radio programs end at the climax of the show so listeners would tune in the next night to hear the conclusion.)
	Evidence of readiness:

Are the students coming in quietly? Are the students attentive, and waiting for instructions?

Are students coming to the floor around the radio?

Are students sitting quietly listening to the radio station?

Are the students participating in the discussion?  Is there a general understanding of what a climax is?

	Information / Instruction  (+Options)

Think/Write (25 minutes)

1) Split the students into groups and hand out copies of a radio broadcast script. (without the climax in the script)
2) Students will be responsible for finishing their script and creating their own climax to the script.  


	Check for:

Are students focused on the task? Are they writing?

 

	Guided Practice/ Experience  (+Options)

Pair/Share (10 minutes)

3) Students will come back together in a whole group forum and share what the ending to their script was.
	Monitor for:

Has every group shared their ending?  Are the students participating in the discussion of how important climax is?

	Independent Performance/Assignment  (+Options)

After the students share the climax that they came up with their group, students will be responsible for reflecting on the importance of climax to a story.  


	Assess for:

Students reflections should describe how the climax enhances the story and how without a climax stories become boring.



	Closure

For closure the class will listen to one last radio broadcast show and they will raise their hands when they get to the climax of the story.  
	Consider:  

How well did students relate their own climax to the script given to them. 


	Management Concerns:
Students should be attentive and on task. During writing of individual paragraphs, students should work quietly. During pair/share time, noise level will rise, but students should continue to focus on their assigned task and speak in low voices so they do not disturb other groups. Movement once partners have matched up should be limited. Materials for posters should be handed out to groups. Class should be quiet and attentive during all instruction and presentation times. 
	Resource Preparation:
Pre-recorded radio broadcast, tape of forties music, tape player, blank tape, radio broadcast script, pillows, quilts, bean bag chairs, etc.


Professional Reflection:
(Notes related to planning, management, instruction, assessment, professionalism)

Lesson Three—Elements of Plot: Climax and Overview
Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Curriculum Planning:  

	 Topic(s)/ Goal(s)

Short Stories: Plot/Climax

	 Learning Objectives/Questions

Review the parts of a plot and improve writing skills.

Each student will create parts of six stories, writing the situation of one story, the explosive incident of another, the rising action of still another, etc.




Instructional planning:

            


Assessment planning:

	Invitation to learn / Anticipatory Set (+Options)

1) Have groups chosen prior to the students entering.
2) Inform the students of their groups and let them know that they will be responsible for writing six short stories.
3) Have every student sitting in front of a computer.  
	Evidence of readiness:

Are the students coming in quietly? Are the students attentive, and waiting for instructions?

Are the students forming their groups and sitting near each other?

Are the students sitting quietly listening to instructions?

	Information / Instruction  (+Options)

Think/Write (5 minutes)

4) Each student will start by putting their heading (name, subject) on a word processing document. Then they are asked to begin writing a fictional story by detailing the situation for the story.
5) Students will be responsible for writing for 6 solid minutes.   At the end of 6 minutes, a bell rings, the student adds a footnote with their name to the document and then moves to the computer on his right. For the next 6 minutes students write the rising action of the story on this computer.  

6) During the next 6 minutes they will write the rising action of the story on their computer. This continues through the climax, the falling action and the denouement.
7) Finally, students return to their own computer to read through the story there, make any gramatical and spelling corrections, and perhaps add a picture to illustrate the story. They then print out the story to be read the next day in class.

	Check for:

Are students focused on the task? Are they writing?

 

	Guided Practice/ Experience  (+Options)

(40 minutes)

8) Students will be responsible for focusing on each component of plot at a different computer.  
	Monitor for:

Has every group had every student write each component of plot for a different story and computer?  

	Independent Performance/Assignment  (+Options)

After the students have read over the original story that they started they will discuss with the class how it felt to write different components of plot for someone else’s story.  


	Assess for:

Student’s reflections should describe the process of plot and how each component is important to the flow of a story.  



	Closure

For closure the each group will decided on a story that they think best exemplifies all areas of plot with the rest of the class.    
	Consider:  

How well are the students writing each section.   


	Management Concerns:
Students should be attentive and on task. During writing of individual paragraphs, students should work quietly. During pair/share time, noise level will rise, but students should continue to focus on their assigned task and speak in low voices so they do not disturb other groups. Movement once partners have matched up should be limited. Materials for posters should be handed out to groups. Class should be quiet and attentive during all instruction and presentation times. 
	Resource Preparation:
Computer for each student, a discussion on the different aspects of plot prior to this lesson.  


Professional Reflection:
(Notes related to planning, management, instruction, assessment, professionalism)
Lesson Four—Elements of Plot: Conflict
Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Curriculum Planning:  

	 Topic(s)/ Goal(s)

Short Stories: Plot/Conflict

	 Learning Objectives/Questions

To write a good narrative paragraph focusing on conflict.


Instructional planning:

            


Assessment planning:

	Invitation to learn / Anticipatory Set (+Options)

1) Place photograph depicting conflict on overhead. Ask each student to write a couple of sentences in their journal about the conflict they see. (3 minute quick write)

2) Have students volunteer to share their writing, ask students to extend their ideas to talk about how the conflict began and how it might be resolved.

3) Draw Freytag pyramid (Day 1 lesson) on overhead or board and ask students how they would diagram their conflicts, using the Freytag model. (10 minute share/discussion/model)


	Evidence of readiness:

Are the students writing? Are the students attentive, and focused on the task?

Are students participating in sharing and discussing their ideas about the conflict, how it started, and how it might be resolved?

Are students able to diagram their conflicts using the Freytag Plot Pyramid and discuss how conflict relates to plot and previous lessons on plot?

	Information / Instruction  (+Options)

Think/Write (10 minutes)

9) Give each student a picture depicting conflict. Have students identify the conflict in their picture. And write a narrative paragraph about the conflict: how the conflict started and how it was resolved. 

10) Students must also draw a Freytag Pyramid and diagram their story: rising action = how conflict began; climax = conflict (what you see in the picture); falling action/resolution_= how conflict is resolved


	Check for:

Are students focused on the task? Are they writing?

 

	Guided Practice/ Experience  (+Options)

Pair/Share (10 minutes)

11) Each picture has a match somewhere in the room. Each student must find the other person in the room with the same picture. 

12) Partners share paragraphs and Freytag Pyramids – discuss similarities and differences

13) Each pair will then create a poster that will include their picture, the two individually written conflict paragraphs and the two Freytag Pyramids


	Monitor for:

Have students matched up with the correct partner? Are students actively engaged in discussing their conflict with their partner?  

Are students creating posters that show conflict and that demonstrate how conflict relates to plot?

	Independent Performance/Assignment  (+Options)

Individual paragraphs and Freytag Pyramids will be used for individual assessment. Poster and presentation will be used as group assessment


	Assess for:

Each paragraph should relate to the picture the student was given, should include a conflict, how the conflict began and how it was resolved. Each student should diagram their conflict with a Freytag Plot Pyramid



	Closure

Each pair will present their poster to the class and discuss how they each saw, mapped and wrote about the conflict, and how their stories were similar and/or different
	Consider:  

How well do partners relate their conflict to the overall concept of plot as shown in their Freytag Plot Pyramid. 


	Management Concerns:
Students should be attentive and on task. During writing of individual paragraphs, students should work quietly. During pair/share time, noise level will rise, but students should continue to focus on their assigned task and speak in low voices so they do not disturb other groups. Movement once partners have matched up should be limited. Materials for posters should be handed out to groups. Class should be quiet and attentive during all instruction and presentation times. 
	Resource Preparation:
One large picture as poster or overhead for warm-up and group activity. Various pairs of pictures that depict conflict. Materials for partner posters: glue sticks, marking pens, paper, poster board


Professional Reflection:
(Notes related to planning, management, instruction, assessment, professionalism)

Lesson Five—Elements of Plot: Conflict
Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Curriculum Planning:  

	 Topic(s)/ Goal(s)

Short Stories: Plot/Conflict

	 Learning Objectives/Questions

To write a good narrative paragraph focusing on conflict.


Instructional planning:

            


Assessment planning:

	Invitation to learn / Anticipatory Set (+Options)

1) Review conflict/picture assignment from previous day (lesson 4). Refer to posters created by students during lesson 4 and ask students to identify Character/Setting/Conflict in various paragraphs written by their classmates. Discuss how these 3 elements relate to plot. 

2) Discuss the idea of rising action in plot and various ways to build suspense for different types of conflict. Encourage students to use vivid describing words. Use previous days’ paragraphs as examples.

3) Discuss transitional words that help show sequence in stories. Point out various places where transitional words were used by students in previous days’ paragraphs. Write some of these transitional words on the board or overhead. 


	Evidence of readiness:

Are the students attentive, and focused on the task?

Are students participating in sharing and discussing?

	Information / Instruction  (+Options)

1) Place the following chart on an overhead and have students look carefully at the following list and each element of character, setting and conflict. 

Character

Setting

Conflict

Young child

Park bench

Returning home late

Elderly woman

Crowded beach

Missing/ stolen object

Several teenage boys/girls

Apartment/ house

Pushing ahead in café

A parent

Grocery store

blizzard

You 

Dark, desolate road

Being offered drugs

An animal

Angry sea

Capsized boat

2) Ask students to choose one from each element (character setting-plot) or make up their own for each category and write a paragraph focusing on the conflict and how it is resolved. Basic paragraph structure will be similar to the paragraphs they wrote for lesson 4. But for this paragraph, have students focus on sequence, using transitional words and vivid describing words to build suspense or show rising action. 


	Check for:

Are students focused on the task? Are they writing?

 

	Guided Practice/ Experience  (+Options)

Pair/Share (10 minutes)

1) Ask students to share their writings with another student. This student will list on their neighbor’s paper vivid and transitional words the writer used.

2) Students will then rewrite their paragraph using constructive comments from their partner.

	Monitor for:

Are students working cooperatively to improve each other’s paragraphs and create vivid, sequential paragraphs?



	Independent Performance/Assignment  (+Options)

Individual paragraphs will be used for assessment


	Assess for:

Each paragraph should include conflict, setting and character. Each student should use transitional words to show sequence and should use vivid describing words.



	Closure

Volunteers will read paragraphs aloud to class and class should identify the conflict, how it was resolved and how their classmate used transitions to show sequence, and vivid words to show rising action.
	Consider:  

Are today’s paragraphs more sophisticated than the conflict paragraphs from lesson 4? Do students properly use transition words and vivid describing words to build suspense, and create rising action?  


	Management Concerns:
Students should be attentive and on task. During writing of individual paragraphs, students should work quietly. During pair/share time, noise level will rise, but students should continue to focus on their assigned task and speak in low voices so they do not disturb other groups. Movement once partners have matched up should be limited. Class should be quiet and attentive during all instruction and presentation times. 
	Resource Preparation:
Previous days’ posters for warm-up and group activity. Overhead chart. Paper and pencil for each student


Professional Reflection:
(Notes related to planning, management, instruction, assessment, professionalism)
Lesson Six-Introduction to Characterization

Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

	State Standards:  Analyze characterization as revealed through a character’s thoughts, words, speech patterns, and actions; the narrator’s description; and the thoughts, words, and actions of other characters level literacy text.


	Topic(s)/Goal(s):  Identifying elements of character in classmates.



	Learning Objectives/Questions:  Students will pick another student in the classroom and fill in a worksheet concerning that student by identifying character traits.




Instructional Planning:



Assessment Planning:

	Invitation to learn/Anticipatory Set

10 minutes

Introduce what makes up a character and elements of characterization.
	Evidence of readiness:

Students are listening intently and asking any questions they might have.

	Information/Instruction and Guided Practice/Experience

5 minutes

Walk students through the activity of anonymously picking another person in the class to identify character traits that make that student up.  


	Check for:

Students are paying attention to instruction.

	Independent Performance/Assignment

20 minutes

Using the handout of example characterization traits, students will fill out a character map about a student they choose.  They will use only their previous knowledge of the student to identify character traits. 
	Assess for:

Students should begin their work quickly and quietly.

Students should be on task to finish their assigned work.

	Closure

Choose a couple of the worksheets randomly and read what was written aloud to the class.  Students will then guess who this characterization sheet was about.  Discuss to the class what makes up a good character description and why.
	Consider:

Did the students fully understand the worksheet and concept of characterization.  


Management Concerns:



Resource Preparation:

	Will transition times between activities take too long?

Will students be on task at all times?


	Worksheets photocopied for all students.




Sample Character Trait Worksheet:

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson175/traits.pdf
Character Map #1 used to describe someone in the room

http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-12/Tools/character%20study.pdf
Lesson Seven—Elements of Plot: Characterization
Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Curriculum Planning:

	State Standards:  Analyze characterization as revealed through a character’s thoughts, words, speech patterns, and actions; the narrator’s description; and the thoughts, words, and actions of other characters level literacy text.


	Topic(s)/Goal(s):  Identifying the elements of character and other literary elements in a selected short story.


	Learning Objectives/Questions:  Students will read a short story and use a graphic organizer of their choice to identify key elements of the main character in the story.



Instructional Planning:



Assessment Planning:

	Invitation to learn/Anticipatory Set

5 minutes

· Ask questions about what defines a character? Remind students to think about the lesson from the previous day.

· Review previous days lesson on characterization and what makes up a character. 

· Introduce story by Langston Hughes. “Thank you, M’am”
	Evidence of readiness:

Students are listening intently and answering questions when asked.

	Information/Instruction and Guided Practice/Experience

15 minutes

The class will read aloud the short story together and talk briefly about the key elements of the story. 7 min

Ask who the 2 characters are.

What do we know about the characters and how do you know? What are attributes of characters? 

Directions for assignment:

· Give directions: Divide into pairs or groups

· I will give you a graphic organizer called “Character Traits and Textual Evidence”

· (10 minutes) Select one of the two main characters

· Fill out the characterization graphic organizer using evidence from the text.

· Explain that students will need to find four quotes and four traits in the text and include on the graphic organizer.  

· Glue graphic organizer on poster board

· (10 minutes) Draw a representation of the character on the poster board

· Do one example with the class in the first box of organizer. Use “she is a large woman” example


	Check for:

Students are reading along with the story.  

Students are quiet and paying attention.

When asked to repeat directions student show understanding of assignment.

	Independent Performance/Assignment

20 minutes

· Students divide into partner groups

· Each group works on completing graphic organizer for first ten minutes.

· Second ten minutes students glue graphic organizer on poster board and draw a representation of character on the poster board. 
	Assess for:

Students are completing the assigned task.

Students are picking out evidence from the text to support the character trait. 

Each student in the group is contributing to the assignment.

	Closure

· 10 minutes

· Get attention of the class

· Share character traits and textual evidence

· Call on a volunteer group to start presentations.

· Students need to talk about graphic organizer and picture of character

· Talk about how the author shows character traits through actions, physical traits, and what she said. 
	Consider:

Were students able to pick out textual evidence to support the character trait/traits that they decided on?  

Minimal time for each group because there will be several groups.  


Management Concerns:



Resource Preparation:

	Will transition times between activities take too long?

Will students be on task at all times?

Will students stay on task when re-reading the short story?


	· Worksheets photocopied for all students.

· “Character Traits and Textual Evidence”

· Overhead of graphic organizer with example

· Glue Sticks

· Poster Board

· Markers


Graphic Organizer/Worksheets are found here

http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-12/Tools/character%20study.pdf
“Character Traits and Textual Evidence” is number 15 from the above website 
Lesson Eight—Elements of Plot: Characterization
Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Curriculum Planning:

	State Standards:  Analyze characterization as revealed through a character’s thoughts, words, speech patterns, and actions; the narrator’s description; and the thoughts, words, and actions of other characters level literacy text.


	Topic(s)/Goal(s):  Identifying the elements of character and other literary elements in a selected short story.


	Learning Objectives/Questions:

In pairs, students will fill out a graphic organizer concerning the main character in a short story, which identifies the key elements of character.  The class will then review this worksheet in a discussion.  




Instructional Planning:



Assessment Planning:

	Invitation to learn/Anticipatory Set

5 minutes

Review previous day’s lesson.  Re-read or recap story.  Show character chart made from previous day.

What happened in the short story?

What did you notice about the main character?


	Evidence of readiness:

Students are participating in the discussion.  



	Information/Instruction and Guided Practice/Experience

10 minutes

Walk students through the worksheet, going through every task talking about the main character.  Give instructions to get in pairs and fill out worksheet.  Give students time limits and expectations.
	Check for:

Students are paying attention to directions.

	Independent Performance/Assignment

30 minutes

Students are working in pairs to complete worksheet.  Stop the students every 5 to 10 minutes to check in on the activities.  Go through examples of each task and make sure students are on task and understanding the assignment.
	Assess for:

Students are working cooperatively in their pairs.  

Students are working quietly and raising their hands if they have any questions or need help.

	Closure

5 minutes

Discuss the worksheet and have students give examples of answers they have given.  In the next day’s lesson, this worksheet will be reviewed and discussed. 


	Consider:

Did the students fully understand the worksheet and the elements of character?


Management Concerns:



Resource Preparation:

	Will transition times between activities take too long?

Will students be on task at all times?


	Worksheets photocopied for all students.


Event Map worksheet:

http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-12/Tools/EventMap.pdf
How and Why Characters Change Worksheet:

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson858/change.pdf
Lesson Nine—Elements of Plot: Characterization
Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Curriculum Planning:  

	 Topic(s)/ Goal(s) Analyze characterization as revealed through a character’s thoughts, words, speech patterns, and actions; the narrator’s description; and the thoughts, words, and actions of other characters level literacy text.


	 Learning Objectives/Questions:

Students will write a paper focusing on one of the journaling questions provided showing evidence of learning from the previous lessons.  




Instructional planning:

            

Assessment planning:

	Invitation to learn / Anticipatory Set (+Options)

20 minutes

Students will present information from the selected worksheet from the previous lesson (week 2 day 3)

Presentation will be done in pairs in front of the class. 
	Evidence of readiness:

Students have a complete worksheet and there is evidence that they are prepared for the presentation

	Information / Instruction  (+Options)

5 minutes

Explain that students will be doing a writing activity about a character of their choice from the book or short story.  They will be able to choose from the following three questions (If students come up with a topic on their own that is fine but it needs teacher approval):

1. How are you similar to or different from the character?

2. If you could meet any character in the book, who would it be and why?

3. If you were (character’s name) and you were faced with a scary situation, how would you react and why.  

Writing has include information learned from the previous lessons.  Length and criteria of assignment will vary depending on grade.  


	Check for:

 Students are actively listening to instructions. Students are asking questions if they do not understand.  When the teacher asks the student to repeat instructions for the assignment they are able to do so.  

	Guided Practice/ Experience  

20 minutes

Students choose a question to focus on.  Each student works individually on writing assignment.    
	Monitor for:

Students get to work right away.  Each student has his or her own journal or paper and is working quietly.  If a student has a question about the assignment he raises his hand quietly and waits for the teacher to come to him.  

	
	Assess for:

The assessment will vary from class to class depending on the grade level and teacher.  If this assignment is done in one class period and not extended or taken home for homework the assignment will be graded as a journal entry.  



	Closure

5 minutes

Get the class back together.  Ask for a few volunteers to read written assignment aloud.  Ask students to put materials away and prepare for the end of class. 
	Consider:  

Students are all appropriately paying attention to the reader.  Make sure to remind students how to be an appropriate audience. 




Management Concerns:



Resource Preparation:

	Students should be sitting quietly while writing.  It is important for students to refrain from distracting other students.  

Students should appropriately listen to presentations at the beginning of the class period and at the end.   
	Write the journal questions on the board prior to class period.  

Have journals ready for students at the beginning of class.  

Put up class generated poster from previous lesson so that students can refer to it as they write. 


Lesson Ten—Elements of Plot: Characterization
Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Curriculum Planning:

	Topic(s): 

Characterization: Business Cards

Overview: 

Students will design a business card based on a character from a short story or novel.  

	Learning Objective:

· Students will

· identify appropriate symbols that relate to their authors or characters. 

· interact with classmates to give and receive feedback. 

· explore how audience and purpose shape their writing. 

	State Standards:

1.Oregon Content Standard for Reading: Identify the qualities of the character (e.g., courage, cowardice, ambition), and analyze the effect of these qualities on the plot and the resolution of the conflict.
Goals:

1.  Oregon Content Goal for Goal: Students will develop an interpretation of grade-level literary text


     Time:   

Instructional planning:

     Assessment planning:

	10 minutes
	Information/Instruction:

1. Hook: Tell student that the main characters in the short story or novel are looking for a job.  They need a business card that represents their character traits.  
2. Introduce the writing activity, sharing the planning sheet, rubric, and example business card.  

· Generally explain that students will be making business cards that include elements from the list of options on the planning sheet that are appropriate for their character or author. The business cards can be given away or traded with other students. One copy can also go to the librarian who can share them with other students at the school.

2. Share the example business cards with students and explain the assignment, pointing out each of the parts that are included. Discuss other elements that could be added to the cards.

	Check for: Check for understanding by asking students to repeat what is expected of them after explaining the task.  




	10 minutes
	Guided Practice/Experience:

Lead students through discussion of the key elements for each part specifically focusing on the main characters in the short story or novel. Sample discussion questions can include the following:  

· What are the important characteristics of a tagline or description of a business or professional? What do the words in the tagline on the sample card tell you about the character?

· What details make sense for the character? Is there an address? Would phone or e-mail information make sense?

· What products and/or services can you associate with the character or author?

· What typeface best fits the character or author? How large should it be?

· What colors belong on the business card? How do the colors relate to the other elements of the card?

· What kind of a logo would best represent the character or author and why?

· How do the symbols on the business card relate to the text? What ideas might you keep in mind as you choose clip art?
	Monitor for:

· All students participating in discussion.  
· Students are actively engaged in the discussion. 

	20 minutes
	Independent Performance/Assignment:

· Once you're satisfied that students understand the assignment, they can begin work with the Business Card Planning Sheet. Students can work individually or in groups on this project.

· Encourage students to interact with one another, to share and receive feedback on their plans for business cards. Since these business cards will be shared in the class as well as in the library, hearing the feedback and comments of other students helps writers refine their work for their audience.

· Students can continue working on the project for homework depending on time.  
	Assess for:

Students following the 

Business card planning sheet expectations.  

Have a grading rubric available as you walk around among students.  Make sure students know your expectations and how you will be grading the assignment.  

Grading Rubric is attached to the lesson. 

	10 minutes
	Closure:

· Gather class back together
· Have students show examples of work
· Have a short discussion about what why they used the design form they used and how it relates to the character. 
	Consider:

Ask for volunteers first.  If time allows, let students continue to share business cards. 






Resource Preparation:

	
	Materials/Preparations: 

· Have examples of business cards available to show the class.  Here are three examples:

http://readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson143/gandalf.pdf
http://readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson143/HermioneGranger.pdf 

http://readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson143/TomSawyer.pdf 

· Blank heavy stock paper
· Colored Pencils
· Markers
· Pencils
· Poster from previous lesson with character information

· Planning Sheet for business cards (one per student)

· Grading Rubric:

http://readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson143/RubricForBusinessCards.pdf



Lesson Eleven—Elements of Plot: Characterization
Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Planning Sheet for Business Card Book Reports
Your business card may include any of the following items. Choose the options that make 

the most sense for your character or author and the job or qualities that you’re 

emphasizing on the business card. 

• Name of individual 

• Name of business or organization 

• Address 

• Phone number 

• E-mail address 

• Web page address 

• Job title of individual 

• Tagline or description of 

business or organization 

• Logo 

• Image(s)—including purely 

decorative elements 

• List of services or products 

Use the following questions to guide your decisions about what information to 

include on the business cards and how to design the layout of the card: 

Character or Author—Which character or author are you making a business card for? 

How would the character or author be most likely to use the card? In other words, who 

would the character or author give the card to, and what would the recipient be likely to 

do with the card? (You’re thinking about the audience and purpose for the card here.) 

Products and Services—What products and services is the character or author best 

suited for? Does the character or author perform a particular job in the book? What 

talents might you highlight on the card? 

Tagline and Characteristics—What are the words and ideas to relate to the character or 

author? What jobs does the character or author have? Should the card be formal? 

informal? fancy?  

Images, Colors, and Graphics—What pictures or images can you look for that will 

relate to the character or author? What graphics will help someone reading the business 

card you design be more interested in the book? What colors best suit the author or 

character? If the character or author had a logo, what would it look like? 

Lesson Twelve—Elements of Plot: Characterization
Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Curriculum Planning:  

	 Topic(s)/ Goal(s):

- characterization

	 Learning Objectives/Questions:
- Students will:

- examine a character based on explicit and implicit information found in the novel

- support their assumptions about a character by summarizing information from the novel

- develop questions that could be answered by a character in the novel based on their examination and understanding of the character

-  prepare answers to the questions that they developed based on their understanding of the character and his or her personality

- integrate the questions and answers into a television show skit and then perform the show as a final project




Instructional planning:

            

Assessment planning:

	Invitation to learn / Anticipatory Set: 

- Explain project and hand out grading rubric

- Students and teacher read rubric out loud


	Evidence of readiness:

- Check to see that students understand the project and expectations by asking them questions, by having them ask teacher questions, and by asking them to rephrase expectations



	Information / Instruction:

- Assign students their characters.  

- Explain: They will work with groups tomorrow, first they have to get basic info on their own.

- Each group has four people

- Every group is analyzing a different character
	Check for:

- Have students ask teacher  questions

	Guided Practice/ Experience:

- Students fill out character forms individually

- They must use book to back up the traits and write down specific incident that occurred in book that prove character is this way.  

	Monitor for:

- walk around room and check with individuals- answer any questions that arise.

	Independent Performance/Assignment:

- HOMEWORK:  Finish character sheet if not done

	Assess for:

- will check sheets tomorrow



	Closure:
- remind students what they will be doing tomorrow

- ask what was easy / difficult about today’s task
	Consider:  




Management Concerns:



Resource Preparation:

(How you will manage environment, instruction,

  (What you will need to have ready when class begins.) 

and behavior).

Professional Reflection:
(Notes related to planning, management, instruction, assessment, professionalism)

Lesson Thirteen—Elements of Plot: Characterization and effect on plot
Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Curriculum Planning:  

	 Topic(s)/ Goal(s):
- Characterization



	 Learning Objectives/Questions:

- Students will:

- examine a character based on explicit and implicit information found in the novel

- support their assumptions about a character by summarizing information from the novel

- develop questions that could be answered by a character in the novel based on their examination and understanding of the character

-  prepare answers to the questions that they developed based on their understanding of the character and his or her personality

- integrate the questions and answers into a television show skit and then perform the show as a final project




Instructional planning:

            

Assessment planning:

	Invitation to learn / Anticipatory Set:

- Briefly review what we did yesterday

- Ask if students had any problems completing characterization sheet
	Evidence of readiness:

- all problems / questions are resolved / answered

	Information / Instruction:
- Put up overhead of “Important Interview Info”

- Discuss what these things look like- why they’re good or bad

- Remind students of rubric: part of their grade will be based on how well they followed “Important Interview Info” tips

- Discuss open-ended questions
	Check for:

- teacher models good and bad interview techniques by acting them out- asks students if that was good or bad and why.

- ask for volunteers to provided examples of good open-ended questions.  Ask class how we could make these questions even better

	Guided Practice/ Experience:

- students meet in their groups

- share their answers to character worksheet from yesterday

- They must create a minimum of 4 interview Q & As

- Designate roles: 2 people are interviewers, 2 people are interviewees- they switch after 2 questions at “commercial break”
	Monitor for:

- Make sure groups are on-task

- Float from group to group and answer q’s / look at what they’re doing

- make sure everyone has a role 

	Independent Performance/Assignment:

HOMEWORK: Practice your questions or answers

- if any group is not finished creating 4 Q’s they must finish that tonight

	Assess for:
- their work will be assessed tomorrow during interview


	Closure:
- Remind students of task for tomorrow- they only have 10 minutes to practice tomorrow.

- Ask Q’s to make sure everyone knows what to do
	Consider:  




Management Concerns:



Resource Preparation:

(How you will manage environment, instruction,

  (What you will need to have ready when class begins.) 

and behavior).

Professional Reflection:
(Notes related to planning, management, instruction, assessment, professionalism)

Lesson Fourteen—Elements of Plot: Characterization 

Class ________Date(s) _______Period(s)____________Teacher________________________

Unit: Elements of Plot with emphasis on Characterization
Curriculum Planning:  

	 Topic(s)/ Goal(s):

- Characterization

	 Learning Objectives/Questions:
- Students will:

- examine a character based on explicit and implicit information found in the novel

- support their assumptions about a character by summarizing information from the novel

- develop questions that could be answered by a character in the novel based on their examination and understanding of the character

-  prepare answers to the questions that they developed based on their understanding of the character and his or her personality

- integrate the questions and answers into a television show skit and then perform the show as a final project




Instructional planning:

            

Assessment planning:

	Invitation to learn / Anticipatory Set:

- remind groups that they will have only 10 minutes to practice 

- remind students of grading rubric
	Evidence of readiness:

- character worksheets are finished, questions and answers are completed



	Information / Instruction:

- see above


	Check for:



	Guided Practice/ Experience 

- each group presents their interview

- audience members are required to write down what was the best thing about each group’s presentation and what they need to work on

- after each group presents there is a brief class conversation (aprox 3 minutes) about what they did well and what they could work on
	Monitor for:

- fill out grading rubrics as each group presents

-  make sure class is quiet / writing down good and bad

	Independent Performance/Assignment  

- see above
	Assess for:


	Closure

- ask students to summarize what they learned

- ask students to summarize what went well and what could be better next time.
	Consider:  




Management Concerns:



Resource Preparation:

 Students not doing interview: how will they stay quiet?     - make sure rubrics are ready- enough for each group

- make sure they’re evaluating classmates- worth

Participation points 
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