8th grade Language Arts      Vocabulary-  Literary Terms
Name:__________________   Period:______  Test date:_____
	TERM & Rating*
	NOTES/ DEFINITION
	EXAMPLES (from our story)

	Character
	Dynamic: experiences an important, meaningful change during a story
	Bill & Sam decide it’s not worth the $$!

	
	Static: does not really change inside

	The boy (“Red Chief”/Johnny)

	Conflict
	Definition: struggle between opposing characters or forces

	

	
	Internal: struggle that takes place INSIDE a character’s own mind (goals, feelings, decisions, choices);  man vs. self

	While Sam is away, Bill struggles with what to do about the boy & what to say to Sam about it

	
	External:  struggle that a character has with another character (man vs. man), a group of people, society, or nature

	The boy vs. the kidnappers (ex: boy riding Bill like a horse!)

	Theme
	The general message or statement about life in a work of literature   (ex:  honesty is the best policy)

	(1)don’t look for the easy way out of your money troubles
(2)what goes around comes around 

(3)better to earn money the honest way (no “get rich quick” schemes!)

	Foreshadowing
	The author's use of clues that give readers a hint of something to come later in the story

	When the kidnappers 1st see the boy, he is throwing rocks at a kitten, which was a clue he will be a troublemaker!  Also-  1st sentence of story (“It looked like a good thing, but wait till I tell you”)


	Genre
	Definition: categories/types of written works

	

	
	Nonfiction: based on fact (biography, textbook, news article)

	

	
	Fiction: based on writer's imagination (short story, mystery, fairy tale, fantasy, science fiction, myth, etc...)
	“Ransom of Red Chief”    

	Context Clues
	Words or phrases that give hints/clues to the meaning of another unknown word (the hints or clues are found in the same sentence as the word, or in nearby sentences)
	

	Irony
	Definition: contrast between what is expected & reality

	

	
	Verbal: a character says 1 thing but really means something else (sarcasm)
	Sam calls the boy a “lamb” (but he’s not really an innocent little lamb!)  (p. 6)

	
	Situational: when what the reader expects will happen is very different from what really happens 
	Kidnappers become the victims;  Kidnappers end up paying to give the kid back!

	
	Dramatic: when the reader/audience knows something that the character doesn't (think of horror movies when we see the bad guy sneaking up on the unsuspecting character!)

	When the boy is sneaking up on the unsuspecting Bill!

	Plot
	Definition: the sequence of events that make up a story (what happens in the story; don’t confuse this with THEME!)
	

	
	5 parts: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution

	

	Exposition
	The part of the plot that gives us the background information (introduces us to the characters & the basic situation or problem)
	We meet Bill & Sam, and discover their kidnapping plan to make money; we find out they are in Alabama

	Rising Action
	Events that build to the climax of the story
	The boy torments Bill & Sam;
They write a ransom note

	Climax
	The point of greatest intensity in a plot, or major turning point
	When the dad writes back, saying the kidnappers will have to pay HIM  (major turning point that changes everything)

	Falling Action
	Events that take place after the climax, lead to the story’s resolution, & bring the story to a close
	They take the boy back home & pay the dad $250

	Resolution
	The outcome (NOTE: not every story has a happy ending! And some stories just leave us hanging at the climax & we have to guess at the resolution [cliff hanger, or “open-ended plot”])

	Bill & Sam run away to Canada as fast as they can

	Point of View
	Definition: the perspective from which a story is told (narrator is the person who tells the story)
	

	
	1st person: narrator is a character IN the story;  uses “I”
	1st person narrator:  SAM

	
	3rd person LIMITED: narrator is NOT a character in the story; knows the thoughts & feelings of only 1 of the characters
	

	
	3rd person OMNISCIENT (om- NISH- unt): narrator is NOT a character in the story;  knows the thoughts & feelings of ALL characters
	

	Inference
	An educated guess, or a conclusion made based upon information given by the author & knowledge the reader already has (a.k.a. reading between the lines!)
	We can infer that Bill & Sam are not first-time criminals; they probably have a criminal past (p.3 Bill says they have been through police raids & train robberies; they seem like “schemers” from the very beginning”)


*Vocab. Knowledge Rating:








PLOT DIAGRAM:
1 = Don't know anything (haven't seen or heard the word before).
2 = I have heard or seen this word (not exactly sure what it means).
3 = I know this word well (can define it and use it in an intelligent "showing" sentence).







