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Hancock Preschool
Miss Elsie’s Happenings
November 17, 2017
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What to look forward to next week:


Theme: 


Awesome Animals:  Animal Homes


Feathered Friends:  Birds Beaks – Children will learn how birds use their beaks to eat.


Displaying and interpreting data – Children will sort objects by one attribute into groups and describe the sorting.


Fundations:  Review





Animal Homes


Big Idea:  Animals have homes just like me.


Concepts:  Where animals live, what animal homes are made of, what animals do in their homes and habitats


Theme Vocabulary:  burrow, habitat, hibernate, hive, nest, tunnel, web, woods





Feathered Friends:  In Bird Beaks, children learn how birds use their beaks to eat, and discover the amazing variation among bird beaks.  Children explore how different types of birds have different types of beaks to help them eat in the habitat in which they live.  Children use tools, resembling bird beaks, to pick up and drop food the way a real bird would, and notice the difference between two types of beaks.  They learn that a pigeon’s beak works like tweezers to pick up food and a duck’s beak works like a sieve to strain food.





Sorting:


Children learn to sort and classify sounds, objects, and people during infancy.  As they grow older, children notice common attributes (characteristics, features, qualities, properties, traits, or specifications of objects) like shape, size, color, mass, sound, texture, type of material, and an object’s function or use.  They start to associate language of attributes to objects, which in turn changes their sorting understanding and application.  For example, they might fist sort animals by the number of legs while a more advanced sort might group animals by what they like to eat.  It is important children use various attributes of objects or pictures in order to sort them into different categories.  They typically begin sorting by one attribute at a time, then progress to two or more attributes.  As children gain more sorting skills, they begin to use a sorting rule.  They can also creat a sorting rule for others to guess. 


























 


   























Classroom Happenings!


It’s time for “Awesome Animals!”  Children love animals so our new theme is an excellent way to help them learn about the characteristics of different kinds of animals, animal homes, and animal life cycles, which are all important concepts in science. 


Some activities for next week include:


Sorting animals by farm, zoo and ocean


Making a bird with shapes


Match animals to their habitat


Sort items by color














Learning Together


Sort items at home – you can have your kids help sort laundry, sort silverware, etc.


Label animals that you see.  Discuss animals that live in the desert habitat.





Important Dates/Reminders:


Thursday and Friday, November 23rd and 24th – NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving


Parent Winter Craft Day – Monday, December 18th, 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM.  Please join us for a fun winter craft and a special snack!!


Winter Intersession – December 22nd – January 8th.  See you back on January 9th, 2018 (


Monday, January 15th – MLK Day – NO SCHOOL











Visiting the Library


1,2, 3 to the Zoo by Eric Carle


Click, Clack, Splish, Splash by Doreen Cronin


Grandma’s Button Box by Linda Williams Aber


Counting Crocodiles by Judy Sierra


In a Small, Small Pond by Denise Fleming


Way Down in the Deep Blue Sea by Jan Peck


Under One Rock by Anthony D. Fredricks








Big Day log-in information:


Website:  bigday.tgds.hmhco.com


Username:  MissElsie


Password:  Hancock








“We all take different paths in life, but no matter where we go, we take a little of each other everywhere.”


-Tim McGraw








How to Contact Miss Elsie:





Phone: 480-883-5948


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Niklason.elsie@cusd80.com" �Niklason.elsie@cusd80.com�


Report Absences: 480-883-5903


Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.cusd80.com/domain/2441" �http://www.cusd80.com/domain/2441�


PTO webpage: � HYPERLINK "http://hancockpto.weebly.com/" �http://hancockpto.weebly.com/�














