Problem Statement and Methodology Guidelines (5%, due Sept. 27)
Four data files have been provided for your major research project. You will be performing a multivariate analysis and writing up a quantitative research paper to report the results of the analysis. The first step in this project is to examine the available data, choose 5 – 6 variables from one of the files that would be suitable for a project that interests you, and then write a brief problem statement, complete with a rough model of your proposed investigation. This assignment, after feedback and revisions, will be incorporated into your final paper. Further details will be given in class during the Sept. 13th and 20th lectures.
The available datasets are:

Canadian Labour Force Survey Jan 2012

Ontario Material Deprivation Survey 2009

Canadian Youth Smoking Survey 2009

City Happiness Survey 2006

Your Problem Statement:
A good problem statement will answer the following questions:


Who does the problem affect? Describe the issue.

What would the outcome be if the problem was not investigated?


Where and how is the problem taking place?


Why is it important for the problem to be fixed?
It should have the following elements:


1. a lead-in

2. declaration of originality (e.g., mentioning a knowledge void, or contradictions in knowledge)

3. indication of the central focus of your study i.e. the variables you intend to investigate.

4. explanation of study significance or benefits to be derived from an investigation of the problem

5. your main causal hypothesis
Your Rough Causal Model:
Draw a rough diagram of the variables you intend to investigate for your research project. Clearly indicate your dependent variable, your main independent variable(s) and any antecedent (control) variables you will be using. Show the directions of the hypothesized causal relationships in your model as well. For more detail refer to the powerpoint for lecture 3 and the readings in Guppy and Gray Ch. 4, and Nachmias and Nachmias Ch. 3.
Sum up your research project in a concise question that mentions your main variables of interest. This question can serve as your title as well.

Writing style: very clear, concise, and to the point

Length: 
1 page: A paragraph for the problem statement, 1 page for model.
