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Graduation Speech

Good Afternoon Mayor Vigeant, Superintendent Greulich, Members of the Marlborough School Committee, members of Marlborough Public Schools administration, distinguished guests, families, friends, faculty, support staff, and members of Marlboro High School’s Graduating Class of 2017. It is my honor to welcome you this afternoon to Marlborough High School’s 99th Commencement Ceremony. ​*Pause*

This day is one of monumental importance for a number of reasons.First and foremost, it marks the end of an era for the Class of 2017, and a new beginning as well. Though our time in high school has come to a close, the knowledge and experiences we have gained here are only going to help us in the future. Whether you are pursuing higher education, joining the Armed Forces, or entering the workforce, the crucial lessons we have learned here, both inside and outside the classroom, will serve to guide all of us for the rest of our lives.

This day is also of incredible significance because it demonstrates the collaborative efforts of so many people that have allowed the Class of 2017 to achieve the incredible success that it has. It is because of the efforts of everyone in this room that this class of graduates gathers in this room today. I would like to thank all of you for supporting each of us on our individual journeys; no matter how big or small your efforts were, they helped, and we are all indebted to you. I’d also like to thank one specific person who is the biggest reason I am standing on this stage, speaking to you all today: Mom, thank you for pushing me harder than anyone else, and for making me stronger as a result. I can never thank you enough for everything you do for me.

It’s been a wild ride, Class of 2017. Through heartbreaks and triumphs, wins and losses, successes and failures, we’re all here today, ready to embark on our next journey. Whether you spent your time in high school as an athlete, an artist, a musician, a performer, a scholar, a leader, a volunteer, or any other combination of things, we all have one thing in common: our passion. The passion in this class is like nothing I’ve ever seen before; everyone here has done what they loved throughout high school and will only continue to do so once they leave here. Your dedication and relentless pursuit of your goals is inspirational. It is my hope that you will all take with you the most important lesson I’ve learned here at Marlborough High: no matter who you are, no matter what you love, follow your dreams, and everything else will fall into place.

Though this is the last time our class will be together as one, and the thought of starting a new chapter can be daunting, I firmly believe that we are all ready to begin our adult lives and thrive as the passionate, intelligent, driven individuals that we all are. Though we may leave here and become separated and scattered across the globe due to the pursuit of our dreams, just remember one important thing: Marlborough will always be here to welcome you home.

