Rev. Glenn Chaffin’s

Memorial / Funeral Service outline and notes

[The following represents various service elements, notes and readings (found in the memorial service readings document), some of which may be chosen as appropriate.]

PRELUDE

Family seated

Welcome and Appreciation

· On behalf of ___________ family, thank you for the loving memories you bring to share this day.

Verse

· Before the sublime mystery…
· J. Q. Adams re his house and himself
Pictures

· This memorial service is our attempt to establish a lasting mental picture of

_________________. We do this to honor all of the years that have led up to this day, and to comfort our souls in the years ahead. Our comfort comes as we remember the good, the love, and as we share that with one another.

· In Truth we are about to lose sight of ____________ appearance, and forget again what her world looked like. That is why we have pictures: to remind us. ________too was losing sight of what had been. As the body fades, the memory fades and we see only what is and what shall always be: the presence of Life. This too is Love, the recognition of Spiritual Perfection.

· Lk.20:38 - Can we have an uplifted view of life? Can we see as God sees? Can we see the Life Essence, Spiritual Being? Can we recognize the Truth: Life is Eternal? [Use photos to illustrate transformation of body, but the continuity of the Spirit & Soul]

Slide show or other special presentation

Words of Consolation

· Silver Wings
· High Flight
· If I should ever leave you …
· I Did not Die
· To those I love …
· Afterglow
· I’m free!
· The Next Place
· Remember me
· Life Must Go On
· Victor Hugo: “I feel in myself the future of life…”
· “Faithful friends … It was mine – not I”. Edwin Arnold
Meditation

· One finds that in the Silence, the Spirit of God that is within man will speak, not in words perhaps, but in an inner realization. Let us now quietly realize together that very present Love of God which is the Law of Eternal Life. Or in the words of Longfellow: “Let us then labor for an inward stillness, an inward stillness and an inward healing; that perfect silence where the lips and heart are still, and we no longer entertain our own imperfect thoughts and vain opinions. But God alone speaks in us, and we wait in singleness of heart, that we may know His will, and in the silence of our spirits, that we do His will, and do that only.”

· In this last week ___________ found rest and comfort in listening to music. Let us be still within, listen, remembering this promise Jesus made:

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. (Jn.14: 16-17)

Meditative music

Verse (poem, scripture, prose)

· 1st Corinthians 13:7
· Is. 40:31
· Seashore analogy
· Horizon analogy
· Silent Sea – J.G. Whittier
Solo

Eulogy

Verse

· The Rose Beyond the Wall

· Death is a Door

· Funeral Blues
· A Day

Family / Friends Sharing

Verse

· Leonardo da Vinci on sleep & death
· Dragonfly
· “God looked around his garden …”
· She’s Gone
Sermon

· “Wouldn’t it have been nice if _________________ could have heard all this praise”. Perhaps, but I think he didn’t need to hear it. This will be the third Memorial Service for ____________; and he had no need for any of them, but we do. He didn’t need to hear these words of praise and love, but we need to speak them. Our memory of him will be his Memorial.

· A memory is a thought to hold onto; but the Truth is a thought that embraces you and all others. Know this "truth of Life" and be uplifted: Life is infinite. There is but One Life - God's Life, my life, your life, Jay's life: it is all one infinite life. That Life never ends. It is what we are and what we shall always be. And there is One Love, here and now as before, for all that recognize that One Perfect Life within and through us, as each of us now.

· Dr. Barclay Johnson throwing open the gates of Hell & Heaven.

· It is by Love that we accept the unacceptable. It is by loving that we overcome fear. It is by loving that we rejoice through our tears.

· “I think I know why times of death, transition or transformation if you wish, are difficult for me: it is because I don’t’ wish to experience them. I don't wish to transcend, or even to be transformed. I don’t wish to become a dragonfly or a butterfly. I think I may prefer to remain an inch-worm! Like a caterpillar, give me an inch and I’ll take a yard, but don’t ask me to take a flying leap! I prefer to take one step at a time, and live fully one day at a time. I would follow the advice of Ralph Waldo Emerson – find the journey’s end in each step of the way.

· We have but one moment in which to achieve a full measure of life; and I regret losing one moment to regret, one step to fear, even one inch along the eternal pathway. We shared so much of that which can be measured; but we share still that which is beyond measure. So, at the death of a friend, a loved one: I would remember that I did not die, nor has my love, nor all that we share. I ask you to perceive the unfolding of your life, and embrace the people who face death. Let’s remember that even though death involves an immeasurably large leap of faith, it too is but one more step along the way.

· And so, here we are again; sadder, but wiser? I don’t know about you, but I’m just sadder – no wiser for having confronted death time and again. It seems to me that death is the lasting mystery of Life. We come up with a variety of theories and beliefs that make up our religious experience; but I can’t say that I know what the experience of death is or is to be for you and me. I don’t know what to say of ____________, now that she has experienced death; so I’ll have to confine my statements to what I know of her experience of Life.

· Just what has happened here? How could he be gone, and where did he go? The answer to these questions is determined by your belief about God. If you believe there is a God up in heaven, then he has finally answered the call to go onward and upward. If you believe that “in my Father’s house are many mansions” then you know that he has gone to prepare a place for you. If you believe that “the kingdom of god is within you”, and that you are within God, then he didn’t go anywhere. He is with us now, even as God is with us, around us, through us, as us now. “Let not your heart be troubled. Ye believe in God, believe also in me”. (Jn.14:1) “I and my Father are one”. (Jn.10:30) These are the words of Jesus, and no truer words were ever spoken. And if you believe in an infinite God, and a universal and eternal Life, then you must believe that the spirit and life you knew as __________ is alive and well, for that is what we believe about God. I believe that there is only one Life, an infinite Life, the Life of God; and I believe we are all living that One Life. I can no more believe in the death of ____________ than I can imagine the end of Life, the death of God. Those who loved him, which is to say that they perceived
him truly, they know that they were one with him in mind and spirit. They know that their life was inseparable from his. Those who love, simply know the truth of Life: we are one, and we shall always be one with another for we are one with God now and forever more.

· Our life is eternal – it does not die. I know that appearances change; but it would be a mistake to think that an infinite Life can end. Every flower has its season, and then withers and fades; but its life is not over. Life continues from unseen roots or seeds it has sown, or in the fruit it bore that nourishes and sustains the living. Even the elemental energy of a body that disintegrates over time is not lost to the infinite universe in which it lives, moves and has its being. Energy is neither created nor destroyed; it merely transforms. Surely if we believe that even the energy of a body goes on, we must recognize that the Life of the body does not end with death. I know that I am talking about the universal when it is an individual that we came here to honor and respect. But to truly respect ____________ we must honor the infinite depth and universal breadth of the One Life that was individualized as _________________________. Jesus spoke the truth when he said:

· “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father” (Jn.14:9) and

· “I and my Father are one”. (Jn.10:30)

It is God that we meet and greet in one another, if we but recognize Life for what It is within us. Such recognition is achieved in Love. It acquaints us with the spiritual. It awakens us to the mystical. It assures us of the immortal nature of our Life, our love and our loved ones.

· Lk. 12: 35-38 Blessed is the servant whom shall be found waiting when his Lord returns. The lord shall serve that servant. Marilyn lived in service to others. I've been at a few meals with ________________. She waited attentively on her honored guests. She expressed her love and respect in seeing to the needs of others who were fortunate enough to find themselves in her care. Surely she is now the honored guest, being served by the Lord of Life. I believe in reciprocity in Life. I believe that it is done unto you as you believe. I believe that as you sow, so shall you reap. I believe that the continuity of Life is a continuation of one's consciousness. I believe that the reward of a life well lived, is to have that life to live; and that life is eternal.

· “It is human to grieve over the loss of dear ones. We would not wish it to be otherwise. We love them and cannot help missing them. But a true realization of immortality and the continuity of the individual soul will rob our grief of any sense of hopelessness. We shall know that loving friends have met them and that their life still flows on with the currents of eternity. We shall feel that we have not lost them. They have only gone before”. Ernest Holmes

· “We are born of Eternal Day – and the Spiritual Sun shall never set upon the glory of our being, for it is the coming forth of God into self-expression. Every man is an incarnation of eternity, a manifestation of the Infinite”. Ernest Holmes

· “No man need prepare to meet his God. He is meeting Him every day and each hour in every day. He meets Him in the rising sun, in the flowing stream, in the budding rose, in the joy of friendship and love, and in the silence of his own soul”. Ernest Holmes

Verse

Solo

Announcement / Invitation

Closing Prayer

· Let us close our service here by uniting our thought in reciting the Lord's Prayer: "Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

· In this moment we are ready to pray. I am here Lord. How I came to be and what shall be is a mystery to me, but I know I am here with thee. It is the soul that goes on, the spirit to whom we wish God speed. We are not dismayed that what appears to be, fades away; that which is, lives eternally.

Amen

· The coffin has been sealed, and now we must say “AMEN”. I wonder if you know that amen means “sealed in faithfulness”. We have the faith to know that _________ is not in there, but in here and here and everywhere the presence of God, of Life is to be found. AMEN. Our words in prayer are sealed with an AMEN, because they are spoken in faith, in love, in truth. Our thought is complete, our love is perfect. Nothing can be added to this moment, nor taken from it; so we seal it with an AMEN. God has blessed us with the presence of _____________, and for that we are eternally grateful. AMEN.
•

Recessional

· Let There Be Peace
Postlude

