Story Outline Example

Adapted from a Paper by: Stephen Buzard submitted September 30, 2002

Three Billy Goats Gruff

Theme:       The theme of this story is one of outsmarting your adversary by using your head instead of your muscles.  ( Or as a Moral:  It is better to use your head and not your muscles to solve a problem.) 

Characters:       The four characters in this story exemplify the theme through the image of the bully, the small but wiley billy goats, and the big brother of billy goats. The first is the scary troll who is ugly and short. I will use a raspy deep voice for this character to show to the audience that the troll is wicked. The first of the billy goat gruffs is the little one. I will use a small humble voice to show that he is small and vulnerable. The second goat is the big billy goat gruff, for him I will use a deeper voice to show that he his bigger than the first goat. The final and third billy goat gruff is the biggest, for him I will use a great deep voice to show that he is the biggest and strongest.

Setting:       The setting of the story suggests a passage in life that is blocked by a difficult obstacle.  The action takes place is along side a great big grassy hillside where there is a stone bridge. I will be able to suggest to the audience how big the hillside is by using my arms and expanding them real big for all of the audience to see. For the stone bridge I will be able to advocate that it is long and flat by using my arms with my palms facing down and spreading my arms out to create distance from one hand to the other.

Plot:       The plot of this story suggests that it is better to use mind than muscle.  The first billy goat gruff shapes the idea because instead of trying to fight with the troll, he simply outsmarts him. He does this by telling the troll to wait for his bigger brother who has more meat. This makes sense to the troll, so he lets him go and awaits his meatier brother. The second billy goat gruff comes across the bridge as promised by his little brother. He too is faced with the option of facing the troll. Knowing he has no chance of winning he simply outsmarts the troll. He tells him to leave him alone and again wait for yet his bigger brother. The foolish troll agrees and lets him leave. Now the biggest billy goat gruff is on the bridge. This billy goat is the biggest and is stronger and smarter than the troll. He knows what awaits him on the bridge.  So he simply sneaks up and knocks the troll of the bridge. Now everybody can pass the bridge if they desire. The plot is molded through the interaction of the goats.  The first two goats simply outsmart the troll and let the more capable goat of the brothers face him. 

Descriptive Images and Actions:        There are many actions of voice or face that can help an audience imagine, through the parts of the story, that using your head is better than using your muscle.  Throughout the story I will suggest the goats as smart and savvy creatures, while the troll is a little slow of mind.  I will do this by showing the goats as self-confident through big smiles with bright eyes, especially when they are thinking of the next thing to say to the troll.  The troll will have to stop with a puzzled look on his face in order to consider the goats’ arguments, and his voice will have a slight “old boxer” quality suggesting his head is stuffed up.   Another important image is the change in power relationships suggested by a change in posture and focus.  For the smaller goats I will look up slightly as if seeing the troll above me, while the troll will look down slightly at them.  Then when the last goat arrives he will look down at the troll, and the troll will look up at him.  The mood of the story will be recognizable to the audience through the delivery of slightly overdone shyness and timidity to confidence and bravery.  Then the audience will recognize that the goats were tricking the troll when the biggest billy goat defeats the him.   I will perform with a smile the description of the goats safely and happily eating the grass on the giant hillside along the bridge.

Note:  The first line of every paragraph is a topic sentence (or main point) that shows how the theme relates to each section, Setting, Character, Plot, Images.  So each first sentence will have a link to “using your head, not your muscles” in key words that then connect to what happens in the performance of Setting, Character, Plot, and Image.  Creating a category that sums up all your thinking about a topic is key to having well organized papers (and/or speeches).  
