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With the availability of marriage to same-sex couples under the Marriage Equality Act in New 

York and in other jurisdictions, many same sex couples began marrying, some with legal counsel, but 

many without the benefit of legal counsel.  Now, with Federal marriage recognition, even more 

couples are marrying.  Because these couples are often marrying later in life with substantially 

separate assets, they benefit from legal advice and a prenuptial agreement in advance of their 

marriage and often seek a postnuptial after their marriage.  

For you, the facts presented by these clients are frequently similar to second marriage 

situations.  Often the couples do not share children, have different contingent beneficiaries, maintain 

separate assets and are substantially financially independent of one another. Many same-sex 

marriages entered since marriage rights became widely available and recognized are between couples 

in their sixties, seventies and eighties and/or couples with substantial asset and income diversity.  

Couples marry without any awareness of the attendant obligations, health care costs and maintenance 

burdens upon divorce.  (In my opinion, some long term couples marry for the right to divorce as they 

have complex comingling of assets and need a structure for division without gift tax liabilities or 

transfer limitations (QDRO.))   

While younger couples marry as well, it is often older clients with accumulated separate assets 

or deteriorating health who present the most significant issues, such as the health care (nursing home 

costs) spousal support obligation. Unlike many of the rights and obligations of marriage, this 

obligation cannot be waived or eliminated in a Pre- or Post-Nuptial Agreement.   

In these materials I briefly discuss some of the unique issues presented by same sex couples 

who wish to marry or previously married without really understanding the attendant obligations.  I 

also present several provisions we use to attempt to address the possibility that a couple may live, at 

the time of divorce, in a jurisdiction where their marriage is not recognized or legal.     
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In the drafting of prenuptial agreements confirm the gender provisions of your documents are 

accurate.  It is a minor issue that can reinforce client confidence that you have sensitivity to and 

experience with same sex couples.  Most standard provisions within an agreement that refer to “his 

and her” need to be rewritten.   

Finally, for some individuals the protection of a prenuptial is insufficient.  For such clients 

consider creating and funding an asset protection trust in advance of marriage.    

 

   

Paragraphs For Consideration When Planning For Same Sex Couples 

 

 

Controlling law and the enforceability of the agreement are of particular import to 

couples residing in a jurisdiction where their marriage is illegal or not recognized.   

 

WHEREAS, FIANCÉ and CLIENT agree that, no matter where they reside in the 

future, their economic obligations from one to the other, including any right to support from 

the other and to equitable distribution shall be governed entirely by this Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of New York, 

and no other law, including the law of community or marital property or equitable distribution 

of any state. Further, neither party shall ever make an application for another state’s law to 

apply to this Agreement or to the parties’ rights as a married couple regardless of where either 

of them resides; and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties acknowledge that this Agreement has been executed in the 

State of New York; and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties hereby submit to the jurisdiction of the Courts of the State of 

New York; and 
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ARTICLE II 

GOVERNING LAW 

1)   CLIENT and FIANCÉ acknowledge and agree that this Agreement shall be 

governed by the laws of the State of New York and no other law, including the law of 

community or marital property or equitable distribution of any state or jurisdiction, shall ever 

apply to this Agreement or to the parties’ rights as a Spouse regardless of where the parties 

reside. 

2)   CLIENT and FIANCÉ hereby submit to the jurisdiction of the Courts of the 

State of New York. No matter where the parties reside, the law of the State of New York shall 

govern. 

3)    A Marital Action shall be defined as the commencement of an Action for 

Divorce, Dissolution, Separation or Annulment or the execution by the parties of a written 

Separation Agreement. 

(THE PARAGRAPH BELOW WAS SUGGESTED BY A COLLEAGUE IN A 

NEGOTIATION – IT HAS NOT BEEN MODIFIED AND ADOPTED BY ME)   

4) Dissolution or Divorce.  The Marriage may be dissolved or shall be deemed 

“terminated” by obtaining a Judgment of Divorce, annulment, or separation in a court of 

competent jurisdiction.  If the parties are (or one of the parties is) then residing in a 

jurisdiction where their marriage is not recognized or is void, then termination of the 

relationship shall occur by one party providing written notice of termination to the other, such 

notice to be hand-delivered or sent by certified mail as set forth in _________________, or by 

filing an action for legal or equitable relief, and any property to be divided or paid over 

pursuant to this Agreement shall be valued as of the earlier of the date such notice is sent or 

such action is commenced.  Should the parties (or one of the parties) reside in a jurisdiction 

where their marriage is not recognized or is void, the parties agree, upon notice of 

termination, to take whatever steps are necessary to dissolve the Marriage, including 

instituting an action for divorce in New York State. 
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 Couples of long duration may have existing claims and agreements between them.  

Consciously address the potential for and waiver of existing claims and/or any previously 

executed agreements.   

 

ARTICLE XIII 

Representations; Disclosure 

 

4) Each party acknowledges that they each may have had the right to assert 

certain equitable claims by reason of their longstanding domestic partnership, such as 

constructive trusts, equitable accountings, partnership claims, and/or partition actions, and that 

replacing those rights with the agreements set forth herein is part of the consideration with 

respect to this Agreement.   

 

Often clients suggest that they do not require provisions relating to inheritance.  Because 

we recognize the possibility and risk of couples moving to a jurisdiction that does not recognize 

same sex spousal inheritance rights, we always include provisions for minimum bequests.    

 

ARTICLE III 

ESTATE RIGHTS 

Consider a provision to require a minimum distribution to one another if they are then 

living in a state that does not recognize or considers the marriage void.  DO NOT RELY 

UPON THE LAW OF INTESTACY OR SPOUSAL RIGHTS FOR SAME SEX COUPLES. 

 

 One party often owns the parties’ residence; sometimes there is an anticipated transfer 

to Tenants by the Entireties. We want to plan for the impact in both situations. These 

situations are not different for same sex couples, though in my experience same sex couples are 

uneducated about the fact that a transfer of title to joint ownership cannot be unilaterally 

reversed and that they cannot demand their spouse vacate the home if they split up. We always 

address the rights of the owner and the timing of vacatur by the non-owner. We include 

provisions for the payment of a lump sum, separate from an agreement as to equitable 

distribution, to facilitate relocation by a non-monied or dependent spouse.   
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ARTICLE V 

SEPARATE PROPERTY 

 

PRIMARY RESIDENCE 

9) Upon the parties’ marriage, the parties intend to reside in an apartment solely 

owned and titled in CLIENT’s name located at _________________ or its successor (the 

“Primary Residence”).  Except as otherwise provided for herein, such Primary Residence shall 

be CLIENT’s Separate Property and FIANCÉ waives any right, title or interest in such 

Apartment except as provided otherwise in Article III, Paragraph 4 (INHERITANCE OR 

ESTATE RIGHTS).  

10) If a Marital Action is commenced, CLIENT shall retain title to the Primary 

Residence and shall have exclusive use and occupancy of the Apartment. FIANCÉ shall 

vacate the Primary Residence within sixty (60) days of the service of a Summons in a Marital 

Action or the execution by the parties of a written Separation Agreement. As set forth below, 

CLIENT shall pay to FIANCÉ a lump sum payment calculated as $50,000 plus $50,000 times 

the number of years the parties are married (the parties shall pro rate the number of months in 

the year at the time of the service of a Summons in a Marital Action or the execution by the 

parties of a written Separation Agreement and pro rate the amount provided for in this 

paragraph) at the time of the service of a Summons in a Marital Action or the execution by the 

parties of a written Separation Agreement; provided however, such amount shall be capped at 

$500,000. CLIENT shall pay FIANCÉ fifty percent (50%) of the amount owed thirty (30) 

days after the service of a Summons in a Marital Action or the execution by the parties of a 

written Separation Agreement and fifty (50%) percent upon FIANCÉ’s vacatur.  

11) In the event that FIANCÉ does not timely vacate under the terms set forth 

herein, then no vacatur payment shall be made.   

12) In the event that at the time of service of a Summons in a Marital Action, or the 

execution by the parties of a written Separation Agreement, the parties are residing in a 

residence titled jointly in both names, then the above vacatur provisions (Article V, 

Paragraphs 10 and 11) shall remain in effect. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the Primary 

Residence is titled in both names, then FIANCÉ’S vacatur payments shall be deemed an 
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advance of his/her interest in the jointly owned Primary Residence under Article VII, 

Paragraph 3. 

 

 Address return of contributions to jointly owned property. 

 

ARTICLE VII 

JOINTLY HELD PROPERTY 

 

3) With respect to any real property, condominium apartment or cooperative 

apartment purchased by CLIENT and FIANCÉ jointly after the marriage and titled in joint 

names, they agree that should a Marital Action be commenced, the party who contributed 

more money to the purchase and/or improvement of the property (the “Majority Owner”) shall 

have the option to buy out the other, unless they agree otherwise in a notarized writing. The 

option provided for in this Article must be exercised within 120 days of a determination either 

by agreement or court order as to which party is the Majority Owner. If the Majority Owner 

does not exercise his/her option within the 120 day period, the person who contributed less to 

the purchase and/or improvements on said property (the “Minority Owner”) shall have 120 

days to exercise an option to buy out the Majority Owner. The option will be deemed 

exercised by providing notice in writing pursuant to Article XVI, Paragraph 7 herein. The 

parties will jointly establish a fair market value for such property. If they are unable to do so, 

then each may select at his/her own expense, an appraiser who shall place a value on the 

property. If the said appraisals are appreciably at variance (which shall mean a difference of 

$75,000 or more), a third independent appraiser shall be selected by the parties whose then 

determination of fair market value shall be binding. If the parties cannot agree upon a third 

independent appraiser, then the parties’ appraisers shall select the third independent appraiser, 

whose appraisal shall be binding. The parties shall equally bear the costs of the appraisal of 

the third independent appraiser. If the first two appraisals differ by less than $75,000, then the 

parties shall split the difference. The party that exercises the option shall pay the other party 

fifty percent (50%) of the fair market value of the property as reduced by (a) any joint 

mortgage on the property, (b) the actual costs incurred in the transfer of the property from 

joint names to a party’s sole name (the “Actual Costs”) and (c) the amount of Separate 
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Property which was used to purchase, improve or renovate the property by the party who 

holds the option. The party who does not have the option to purchase the property shall also 

be entitled to the return of the amount of his/her Separate Property which was used to 

purchase, improve or renovate the property. Mortgage payments and ordinary repair and 

maintenance costs shall not be treated as improvements or renovations. Both parties shall 

cooperate and take whatever steps may be necessary to effectuate the transfer. For example, 

assume CLIENT and FIANCÉ purchased joint property for $80,000. FIANCÉ used $35,000 

of his/her Separate Property, and CLIENT used $15,000 of his/her Separate Property, to 

purchase, improve or renovate the property. Since FIANCÉ contributed more money than 

CLIENT to purchase, improve or renovate the property, FIANCÉ has the option to purchase. 

Assume also that the mortgage on the property is $30,000 and the fair market value of the 

Property (after Actual Costs) is $200,000. FIANCÉ shall pay CLIENT a total of $75,000 for 

his/her interest in the property ($200,000 FMV less the $30,000 mortgage less the $35,000 

credit to FIANCÉ, less the $15,000 credit to CLIENT, times 50% equals $60,000, plus 

$15,000, which sum represents a return of CLIENT’s contribution of Separate Property). The 

party exercising the option shall pay the Actual Costs of the transfer of title, including 

customary and reasonable attorneys fees associated with the sale or transfer. 

4) Payment due under Paragraph 3 of this Article by the purchasing party must be 

completed within six months of the execution of a Stipulation of Settlement or six months 

from the date of entry of the Judgment of Divorce, whichever occurs earlier.  

5) If neither party decides to purchase the real property, condominium apartment 

or cooperative apartment referred to in Paragraph 3 of this Article VII, then upon the entry of 

a Judgment in a Marital Action, the property shall be sold, and the proceeds from the sale of 

property jointly owned by the parties shall be divided in the following priority: (i) all 

mortgages or other liens shall be satisfied with appropriate charge against or payment by the 

party responsible for any lien which was created, caused or suffered by one of the parties and 

not the other; (ii) customary costs, including but not limited to legal fees, transfer taxes, title 

changes, broker’s commissions, and recording fees (the “Customary Costs”) (borne equally by 

the parties); (iii) reimbursement to each of the parties for their respective Separate Property 

which was used to purchase, improve or renovate the property; and (iv) an equal division 

between the parties of any balance. Mortgage payments and ordinary repair and maintenance 
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costs shall not be treated as improvements or renovation expenses. Both parties agree to use 

his/her best efforts to obtain the highest price for the property on the open market. If the 

proceeds from any sale are insufficient to satisfy all liens and pay the Customary Costs, the 

parties shall be required to pay fifty percent (50%) of such items at the closing unless the lien 

was placed, caused or suffered by one of the parties and not the other, in which case the lien 

shall be paid by the party who placed, caused or suffered the lien.  

6) The parties agree that in the event of the commencement of a Marital Action, 

the parties shall equally divide the balance of any joint bank accounts, and under any 

circumstances neither party shall withdraw any funds from such account, unless to pay 

mutually agreed upon joint liabilities. 

  

 Assets such as tangible personal property and pets would be difficult to divide because of 

the long duration of the relationship or for other reasons.  Again, these issues are not 

necessarily unique to same sex couples, but are of particular import.   

 

7) The parties agree that in the event of the commencement of a Marital Action, 

all household furniture, furnishings, and artwork (“Household Objects”), (unless such 

property is listed as Separate Property on the Financial Statement of either Party herein) 

which is currently owned by the parties and/or is purchased with Marital Property after the 

marriage, or is received by the Parties as gifts from third parties, shall be divided as the Parties 

shall agree or, if they cannot agree, as follows. The parties will flip a coin to see who selects 

the first Household Object. Whoever wins the coin toss shall choose one Household Object. 

The other Party shall then choose one or more Household Objects such that the value of the 

Household Object or Household Objects that he chooses roughly equals the value of the 

Household Object that the coin toss winner chose.  The Parties will continue to select items in 

that order and using that methodology until all of the Household Objects have been selected. 

 

 

8) Any and all pets owned before the marriage of the parties shall be jointly 

owned and any and all pets acquired after the marriage shall be Marital Property.  In the event 

of the commencement of a Marital Action any and all pets shall be shared equally with each 
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party having said pet or pets for alternate weeks commencing on Fridays.  Except as otherwise 

agreed by the parties, in writing, CLIENT shall have the pet(s) starting on the first Friday after 

the commencement of the Marital Action and FIANCÉ shall have the pet(s) starting on the 

following Friday, alternating every week until the death of the pet(s).  All costs for medical or 

preventative care shall be shared equally upon presentation of written documentation of each 

expenditure.    

 

 For couples who plan to have children, natural or adopted, provision regarding child 

care and related provisions similar to those one would use for heterosexual couples should be 

discussed and included as appropriate.  The only additional provision I add is a requirement 

that the parties consent to and participate in a second parent adoption of any child or children.  

While I believe such a provision is vulnerable to challenge at the time of a birth, I believe the 

indication of intent is an important item for couples to consider.  Further, we discuss and 

consider any supplemental support and retirement contributions that would be made or 

provided annually for a caregiver parent.   

 

ARTICLE XI 

Future Children 

 

1) Despite the parties being married, in the event a Child is born or adopted by 

one of the parties, there may be a necessity for a Second Parent Adoption. Each party agrees 

to cooperate with respect to execution of any additional documentation necessary to effectuate 

such adoption. 

  

 2013 was the first year same sex married couples were able and obligated to file their 

income tax returns jointly.  They often discovered that taxes increased substantially or that they 

could be liable for errors in a joint return.  For these reasons I always include provisions that 

enable either to elect to file separately and provisions for payment of amounts due under joint 

returns. 
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ARTICLE X 

Liabilities and Living Expenses 

 

2) Taxes.    

i) Either party may elect to file income taxes as Married Filing 

Separately.  Such election shall be binding on the other party.   

ii)  Each party shall indemnify and hold the other harmless from any taxes,  

additions to tax, penalties, interest, liabilities, fines, costs and expenses of any kind or 

nature, including reasonable accountant’s and attorney’s fees and disbursements, 

which either party may incur or be subject to by reason of the following: (a) Any 

false, misleading or incomplete statement made or to be made,  directly or indirectly, 

by the indemnifying party on any joint tax return; (b) Any statement of fact or 

information whether or not  false,  misleading or incomplete, furnished or to be 

furnished, directly or indirectly, by the indemnifying party on any joint tax return; (c) 

Any act  or  action  performed  by the indemnifying party or any failure or neglect to 

perform any act or action by the indemnifying party, including the failure or neglect 

to file any joint tax return, make a statement or furnish information or make an 

election,  which  act  or actions  affects  the  income,  gain,  loss,  deduction,  credit or 

tax liability of the indemnifying party on any joint tax return; or (d) Any failure or 

neglect to disclose any item of income, gain,  loss, deduction or credit that should 

have been or should be included on any joint tax return. 

iii) (a) If the parties, with respect to any tax heretofore or hereafter  paid 

under a joint tax return, are entitled to a tax refund or credit, such tax refund or credit 

shall be divided equally between the parties; (b) Except as may otherwise be set forth 

herein, if the parties, with respect to any tax heretofore or hereafter paid under a joint 

tax return, are required to pay taxes, additions to tax, penalties, liabilities, fines, costs 

and expenses of any kind or nature,  including reasonable attorney’s and accountant’s 

fees  and disbursements, imposed by any governmental authority (“additional tax 

payments”) and the additional tax payments are attributable directly to one party, the 

same shall be paid by that party. Except as may otherwise be set forth herein, if the 

additional tax payments are not so directly attributable, then said payments shall be 
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paid in proportion to the parties’ respective incomes at the time of the tax return from 

which the additional tax payment is due was filed; (c) In the event of an audit of the 

parties’ joint tax returns, the parties shall share the cost of such audit in the same 

proportion that they share any additional tax liability that may be incurred. If there is 

no additional tax liability, the cost of such audit shall be shared in the same 

proportion as the parties shared the income tax liability for the joint tax return subject 

to the audit. If either party agrees to be solely liable for any additional tax liability as 

a result of an audit, such party shall be solely responsible for the costs of the audit and 

shall solely determine the procedure for representing the parties in such audit; (d) All 

notices received by a party in connection with any previously filed joint tax return 

shall promptly be provided to the other party within seven (7) days of receipt. 

 

 

3)  The parties agree if CLIENT or FIANCÉ (voluntarily) contributes any of 

his/her separate income or Separate Property, as defined in this Agreement, to their family 

living expenses in order to achieve or maintain the standard of living desired by both CLIENT 

and FIANCÉ, neither shall have any right thereafter to seek reimbursement for any part of 

such contributions, unless otherwise expressly agreed between them in writing. Unless 

otherwise agreed in writing, contribution of either party’s Separate Property or of Jointly Held 

Property to the maintenance, operating expenses, taxes, insurance, or principal or interest 

payments on encumbrances with respect to any family residence shall not affect the ownership 

of that residence. 
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Publications 

“Analyzing the Unique Duties and Obligations of Special Needs Trustees,” 

(co-author) New York Law Journal (Sept. 16, 2013) 

Speeches and Presentations 

“What Every Attorney Should Know about Elder Law and Special Needs 
Planning,” Hudson Valley Bank & CUNY Law School CLE Seminar, 
New York, N.Y. (Feb. 12, 2014) 

“Clients with Diminished Capacity – What Attorneys Need to Know,” 
Annual CLE Event, UJA-Federation of New York Lawyers Division 

Trusts & Estates Group, New York, N.Y. (Nov. 20, 2013)  

 



 

“Advising the Trustee of a SNT,” 2013 Fall Meeting, New York State Bar 
Association Elder Law Section, Albany, N.Y. (Oct. 31, 2013) 

“Elder Law and Special Needs Planning,” 44th Annual New York Estate, 
Tax & Financial Planning Conference, New York, N.Y. (Oct. 9, 

2013) 

Previous Experience 

Prior to joining Schiff Hardin, Mr. Freedman was a partner at Mazur Carp 

& Rubin in New York. In July 2013, Mazur Carp & Rubin combined with 

Schiff Hardin. In 1985, Mr. Freedman founded the elder law firm 

Freedman and Fish, which was one of the preeminent firms in the field of 

elder law for 23 years. 

Mr. Freedman began working in elder law as a law student and then as a 

staff attorney at the Institute on Law and Rights of Older Adults of the 

Brookdale Center on Aging in 1978. He was a staff attorney at Legal 

Services for the Elderly until he left to assist in starting the Bet Tzedek 

Legal Clinic at the Cardozo School of Law at Yeshiva University, which 

provides legal services to indigent elderly and disabled clients. 

Awards and Honors 

Advocacy Award, Council of Senior Centers and Services 

Best Lawyers in America, Elder Law – Lawyer of the Year (2013) 

Best Lawyers in America, Elder Law 

Elder Law Attorney of the Year, Selfhelp Community Services, Inc. 

Evelyn Frank Legal Resources Program 

New York Super Lawyers – Elder Law 

Trustee Award, Council of Senior Centers and Services 

Education 

New York University School of Law (J.D., 1980) 

Tufts University (B.A., 1976) 

Professional Memberships 

National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, Inc. 
Founder 
Fellow 



 

New York State Bar Association 
Elder Law Section 
 Founder, Past Chair 
 Executive Committee 

Trusts and Estates Section 
 Executive Committee 

Civic and Charitable Memberships 

Arthritis Foundation 
Planned Giving Committee 

Calvary Hospice Services 

Planned Giving Committee 

Carter Burden Center on Aging 
Board of Directors 

Council of Senior Centers and Services 
Board of Directors 

East Side Council on the Aging (ESCOTA) 

Executive Board Member-at-Large 

UJA-Federation of New York 

 









Practice Areas
Estate, Trust & Tax Planning
Contested Estates & Trusts
Matters
Pre- & Post-Nuptial Agreements
Probate and Administration of
Estates and Trust Matters
Wills and Trusts Agreements
Private Clients

Education
New York University School of
Law, JD, cum laude, 1968

Former Chief Law Assistant of New
York County Surrogate's Court

Bar Admission(s)
New York

US District Court, Eastern and
Southern Districts of New York

US Tax Court

Arlene Harris

SPECIAL COUNSEL 
arlene.harris@kayescholer.com

NEW YORK 
T: +1 212 836 8816

Arlene Harris is a member of the Private Clients Department and resident in the firm’s New
York office. She has practiced for more than forty years and focuses on estate and trust
litigation, and also practices in the area of estate and trust planning, probate and
administration of estates and trusts, and pre- and post-nuptial agreements.

Arlene is a Fellow of The American College of Trust and Estate Counsel, the former Chair
of the Executive Committee of the Trusts and Estates Law Section of the New York State
Bar Association, and the former Chair and a member of the OCA Advisory Committee on
the Surrogate’s Courts. She is also a former member of the Surrogate’s Court Committee of
the City Bar Association, the International Academy of Estate and Trust Law, the New York
City Estate Planning Council, and the UJA-Federation Trusts & Estates Specialty Group,
which she also chaired. She has lectured frequently and is a former adjunct professor of
law at St. John’s University School of Law. She is the former Chief Law Assistant of the New
York County Surrogate’s Court, and a former Assistant Attorney General of the New York
State Department of Law.

She has authored chapters on Probate and Administration for the Practical Skills and
Forms treatise of the New York State Bar Association and chapters for the New York State
Bar Association treatise on Probate and Administration of New York Estates.

Arlene has been recognized as a leading wealth management lawyer in Chambers USA:
America’s Leading Lawyers for Business every year since 2007. New York Metro
SuperLawyers named her to the “Top 100” list in 2009, and the “Top 50 Women” list from
2006 to 2011.

> NEWS

October 28, 2013
Recognition

Four Kaye Scholer Lawyers Recognized as Leading Women in Business
Law

August 15, 2013
Recognition

46 Kaye Scholer Lawyers Among “The Best Lawyers in America” for
2014

May 24, 2013
Recognition

Kaye Scholer Honored With 14 Practice and 48 Lawyer Rankings in
Chambers USA 2013

August 23, 2012
Recognition

Best Lawyers 2013 Recognizes 44 Kaye Scholer Attorneys
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June 7, 2012
Recognition

Kaye Scholer Scores 13 Practice and 39 Lawyer Rankings in Chambers
USA

December 27, 2011
Recognition

26 Lawyers in 38 Areas Named in Euromoney's 2011 Expert Guides

August 31, 2011
Recognition

Best Lawyers 2012 Recognizes 39 Kaye Scholer Attorneys

June 13, 2011
Recognition

Kaye Scholer Recognized in Chambers USA: America's Leading
Lawyers for Business (2011)

June 11, 2010
Recognition

Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business (2010), 16
Areas of Practice Recognized and 33 Lawyers Ranked

December 31, 2009
Client Alerts

Federal Estate, Gift, and Generation Skipping Transfer Taxes in 2010

June 12, 2009
Recognition

Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business (2009), 15
Areas of Practice Recognized and 30 Lawyers Ranked

Fall 2008
Client Alerts

Fall 2008 Trusts and Estates Department Update

June 16, 2008
Recognition

Fourteen Practice Areas and 25 Lawyers Ranked Among the Nation's
Best in Chambers USA - America's Leading Lawyers for Business (2008)

June 2008
Client Alerts

"Heroes Act" Slated to Increase Tax Burden on U.S. Expatriates

February 2008
Client Alerts

Tax and Trusts & Estates Update

November 8, 2007
Recognition

Arlene Harris Named Top Attorney by Worth Magazine

November 2007
Client Alerts

IRS Extends Time For Compliance With Section 409A

July 2, 2007
Recognition

Chambers USA Ranks Kaye Scholer Lawyers in 17 Areas of Practice; 19
Lawyers Ranked

May 2007
Client Alerts

Final Section 409A Regulations: Planning Opportunities and Year-End
Compliance

April 18, 2007
Client Alerts

Final 409A Deferred Compensation Regulations: Not the Hoped for Relief

April 2007
Client Alerts

Tax and Trusts & Estates Update

January 4, 2007
Client Alerts

FIN 48: Significant New U.S. GAAP Reporting Requirements for
Uncertainty in Income Taxes

May 18, 2006
Recognition

Best of the US Inc. Recognizes 11 Kaye Scholer Attorneys
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RANDAZZO & RANDAZZO, L.L.P. 
464 NEW YORK AVENUE, SUITE 100 

HUNTINGTON, NEW YORK 11743 
(631) 673-4998 

FACSIMILE (631) 549-0826 
 
215 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, SUITE 1402 

SHERYL L. RANDAZZO - NY, PA        NEW YORK, NY 10003 
RALPH M. RANDAZZO - NY, MD, DC       (212) 405-1610 

 

 

Ralph M. Randazzo is a Partner in Randazzo & Randazzo, L.L.P., a firm with offices in 

New York City and Huntington, Long Island.  He is admitted to practice law in New York, 

Maryland, and the District of Columbia.  Mr. Randazzo has extensive experience in elder law, 

estate planning, guardianship, Medicare and Medicaid, taxation, and has been the court 

appointed guardian to several incapacitated individuals.  His firm concentrates in the areas of life 

and estate planning, elder law, planning for disabilities, probate, and guardianship.   

 

Mr. Randazzo is a former member of the Board of Directors of SAGE (Services and 

Advocacy for GLBT Elders), the past Chairman of the Taxation Law Committee and a member 

of the Elder Law, Taxation Law and Surrogates Court Committees of the Suffolk County Bar 

Association and the former Treasurer and Board Member of LeGaL (Lesbian and Gay Law 

Association of Greater New York) .  He is the author of Elder Law and Estate Planning for Gay 

and Lesbian Individuals and Couples, Marquette Elder’s Advisor, Volume 6, Number 1(Fall 

2004).   

 

Mr. Randazzo lectures frequently for bar associations, universities, community groups, 

special interest groups and individuals on issues relating to Estate Planning, Elder Law, 

Guardianship, and marriage as it applies to the GLBT community.   

             

Joanna B. Sobel is a Summer Associate at Randazzo & Randazzo, L.L.P. She graduated 

from the Pennsylvania State University in May of 2012, and is now working towards earning her 

Juris Doctor at Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. At Cardozo, Ms. Sobel is a member of the 

Moot Court Honor Society, Cardozo Advocates for Battered Women, for which she has 

successfully assisted clients in obtaining temporary restraining orders, and OUTlaw, Cardozo’s 

longest-standing LGBTA student group.  
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