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Michael Smith’s birth came as an enormous surprise to his parents, who did not know that they were expecting twins.  He grew up in Albany, New York, where he proved to be a natural scholar.  
From a young age, Dr. Smith was fascinated by the human body and how it worked.  His mother recalls having to mediate over sibling disputes after Dr. Smith took his sister’s dolls apart but could not put them together again.  His favorite game was Operation, and he could soon name all the body parts it featured.
As soon as he could read, Dr. Smith was interested in non-fiction books about the body.  He never developed a taste for fiction, preferring to devote himself to understanding what makes people tick.  
This passion would be to his advantage in later years when tragedy struck his family.  When Dr. Smith and his sister were 12, she was diagnosed with leukemia.  She would spend the next few years in and out of the hospital, fighting the disease.  
Her beloved brother was her greatest supporter and refused to give up home, even when her condition became terminal.  She would lose her battle with the disease three years later, an event that shaped Dr. Smith’s future.
During his sister’s treatment, Dr. Smith realized that he had a passion for medicine and wanted to become a doctor.  He saw the dozens of doctors who had treated his sister as heroes who had done everything they could to make her better.  
One of the clearest memories of this time was the young doctor who struggled to hold back tears as he stood over his sister when she died.  This simple act struck a chord with Dr. Smith’s sense of humanity and caring.  He saw being a doctor as a chance to show that kindness and empathy to others.
After graduating from high school, Dr. Smith left home to study medicine at UCLA in California.  It was not easy.  He had to balance his studies with part-time work at a local clinic, where he volunteered.  However, his hard work and sacrifice resulted in his graduating as a medical doctor in 2009.  
The newly graduated Dr. Smith went to Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland.  He worked the standard medical rotation, moving from one department to another to get a feel for the realities of medical practice.
In a pediatric oncology ward, Dr. Smith would meet a young girl who instantly reminded him of his sister.  She too, was battling leukemia.  Dr. Smith was part of the team who was responsible for her care.  As he treated this new patient, Dr. Smith realized that she had been placed in his path for a reason.  
Dr. Smith knew what type of medicine he wished to practice.  It would take a lot of sacrifice and study, but he wanted to become a pediatric oncologist.

The next few years were challenging, but Dr. Smith remained focused on his dream.  Today he is one of the country’s top pediatric oncologists with a busy practice in Chicago, Illinois.
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